CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  12th JANUARY 2006.

Present:
David Brown : Chair.



Tim Harker



Becki Withers :Vice Chair


Eddie Quirk


Nick Conder




Jonny Sykes








David Clark : Parish Clerk


In attendance : Nil 
ITEM 1 :   




APOLOGIES :  Cllr Simon Falla (detached duty) & KDC Cllr Peter Veasey.

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.
ITEM 3 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 8th December 05 Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Conder ,  and approved by all.

ITEM 4 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Width of Butts Hill/’Wildwinds’ track (Item 10)  The Clerk was asked to hasten a response from the Land Registry.
4.2
Proposed Police Re-organisation (Item 17)  It was noted that, given the reservations already expressed by WCC, no Council comment had been found necessary.   Both the Chair & Cllr Harker indicated that they would try to find time to attend ongoing County consultation meetings on the subject.

ITEM  5 : VERGE PROTECTION PILOT SCHEME
5.1
It was agreed that the way was now clear to submit a ‘without commitment’ scheme for the triangle before the church to the WCC Highways Authority. The Clerk was asked to produce a draft submission for agreement by the Chair.  Action : Clerk

ITEM  6 :  FINANCE
6.1
Payment of £27.50 to the Village Hall to cover hire for the September/November/December meetings was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all. 

ITEM  7 :  COMMUNITY CLEANSING GRANT
7.1
The Chair confirmed that a bid had been made to KDC for a continuation of this grant aid in 2006/07 based on the scheme to involve young people in maintenance of the condition of the Upper Chute bus shelter. He would continue to work on the introduction of this scheme in the current year with the help of Cllr Withers (Youth matters).  The Clerk noted that an additional amenity skip had been arranged, as requested, for delivery on the 13th.
 ITEM  8 :  SURVEY OF PARISH WELLS
8.1
The Chair advised that the specialist Chartered Surveyors which he had identified were expected to carry out the assessment of structure and condition of the two Parish wells in February.

ITEM  9 :  
AMBULANCE DELAY &  RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA 
9.1
The Chair noted that an emergency ambulance had been called out over the Christmas period. The vehicle had attended from Amesbury and had arrived within 20 minutes of the telephone call.  This was noted to be a very reasonable response time and it was noted in particular that the crew was reported to have had no difficulty in locating the address – the most common cause of concern.  

9.2
The Chair would continue to attempt to make time to review the accuracy of the data-base provided by Wilts Ambulance Service but, given the latest incident, proposed not to progress the earlier complaints further but, rather, to keep the position under review. This was agreed by all.  Action : Chair
ITEM  10 :  GRITTING OF PARISH ROADS – REVIEW OF WCC POLICY
10.1
Cllr Sykes outlined the two extensions to the present WCC road gritting policy which would provide maximum assistance to the community. Both represented relatively small extensions which would link with the Hampshire County Council gritted roads and would enable parishioners to travel more safely to common destinations such as the school at Vernham Dean and to Andover. These were agreed and Cllr Sykes undertook to provide full definition of the detail to the Clerk for action with WCC.  Action : Cllr Sykes
ITEM  11 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
11.1
Record of actions since the last meeting  - there were none.
11.2
Response to application K/53400/F ‘Land Opposite Jimila – Lower Chute’   The Chair noted that an on-site meeting had been held on 18th December and that a clear consensus had resulted. He then read his proposed response based on this outcome.  This was discussed and agreed by all.  

ITEM  12 :  APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
12.1
The Chair advised that Mr Barry Caddick of Lower Chute, a qualified accountant, had agreed to take on the job of Internal Auditor.   Mr Caddick’s appointment was proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.  The Clerk/RFO to write confirming the appointment and liaise with Mr Caddick on arrangements for the audit of the current FY accounts in due course.  Action : Clerk
ITEM  13 :  VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
13.1
The Chair noted that, following e.Copy circulation,  he had discussed the latest draft with all Members. All were impressed by the standard and appreciative of the hard work which had gone into its preparation.  He noted that the sole material criticism related to negative references to individual properties in the community which, whilst possibly justifiable, were potentially upsetting to the occupantsand were avoidable.  This had been discussed with the VDS Team and accepted:  amendments would therefore be made accordingly.

13.2
After some discussion it was agreed by all that the Council’s support for the document should be given now on the following basis: the Chair to liaise with the VDS Team to this effect:-
a.  It should be produced as an e.Document with limited hard copy production only - thus avoiding the expensive cost of special printing.
b.  It should be published with a clear statement providing for review/update after two years.

c.  Members would like to see the final version including all outstanding inserts (e.g.quotes and photographs) – this could be done ex-cttee by e.Mail to meet VDS Team/KDC deadlines.
ITEM  14 :   POLICE RECRUIT TRAINING
14.1
It was agreed that the most effective way of informing Police Recruit Training open to the community was to propose that the previous excellent Community Constable (now retired) should be invited to advise the ‘Initial Police Learning & Development Programme’ co-ordinator.  Cllr Harker would take this forward as a suggestion shortly subject to any other proposals received from Members. 
ITEM  15 :  ALLOTMENTS/’LONGVIEW’ BOUNDARY
15.1
The Chair advised that, accompanied by the Clerk,  he had made a preliminary inspection of the boundary area armed with a copy of the Land Registry land certificate and supporting plans.  He noted that there seemed little potential for dispute over where the boundary lay but that it may be necessary to clarify the status of some of the existing small ancillary buildings/water tanks on the allotment area.  It was agreed that the current allotment holders did a very good job in maintaining the facilities and that nothing should be done without consulting them and protecting their interests.
15.2
It was agreed that the Chair might proceed to meet Mrs Mustey to discuss the matter and that a copy of the Council’s land certificate might be made available to assist her in her efforts to clarify/confirm her boundary with the allotment area.  However it was noted that the discussions could only take place ‘without commitment’.  Any formal agreement could only be made with the appropriate professional advice.  The Clerk was asked to approach the KDC legal staff for advice on this point.  Action Chair and Clerk
ITEM  16 :  MEMBERS’ SPECIAL INTERESTS
16.1
The Chair drew attention to the latest statement (attached to the agenda) and asked all Members again to review possible coverage of special interest subjects ex-Cttee : to be resolved at next Meeting. Action : All Members
ITEM  17 :  COMMUNITY AWARDS 2006
17.1
It was agreed by all that Mrs Amanda Holroyd and Mr Wally Long should be nominated to Tidworth Development Trust:  Cllrs Sykes and Conder to forward a form of words to support the nominations to the Clerk for action asap.  Cllrs Sykes and Conder.   
ITEM  18 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
18.1
Resignation of Councillor.    Councillor Nick Conder formally advised that, due to primarily to pressure of business matters,  he would reluctantly resign from Chute Parish Council with effect from the closure of the meeting.  He recorded her enjoyment of her period of service as a Councillor and all expressed their regret at his resignation and their gratitude for his support . A vote of thanks was unanimously carried and all wished him well..  The Clerk would advise KDC accordingly. Action : Clerk
18.2
Introduction of Non-executive Review Meetings    The Chair noted ex-cttee acceptance that informal meetings should be held periodically at which community needs/interests could be reviewed and outline forward targets could be discussed.  He noted such meetings would remain ‘non-executive’ since any outcome of such a meeting which required acceptance as Council policy would necessarily be scheduled for full public discussion and agreement at a formal Council Meeting.  It was confirmed that all agreed such informal get-togethers were potentially useful and that the first would be held at Quince Cottage on the 19th January 06. 
18.3





































Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 16th February 2006 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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Signed


Dated


